Postdoctoral Researcher Position

Geography of Philosophy Project

UCLA Department of Anthropology
GPP 2021-2022

Cranity & Unsveral &7 in Philomphical Concepia

The Geography of Philosophy Project (https://www.geographyofphilosophy.com/) is seeking a
postdoctoral research fellow to work with Professor Clark Barrett in the UCLA Department of
Anthropology, for a period of one year. The start date for the position is October 1, 2021 or as
soon as the position is filled.

Submit applications here: https://recruit.apo.ucla.edu/JPF06748

The Geography of Philosophy project seeks to understand diversity and universality in
philosophical concepts around the world—particularly in the concepts of knowledge, wisdom,
and understanding. We are studying these concepts empirically using a mixed-methods,
comparative approach spanning ten countries and multiple languages. Our methods are diverse
and include focus groups, structured interviews, surveys, and experimental techniques. The
structure of the project is collaborative, involving local research teams in ten countries, and
experts from across the social sciences and humanities. The Pls on the project are Clark Barrett
(Anthropology, UCLA), Edouard Machery (History and Philosophy of Science, Pitt), and
Stephen Stich (Philosophy and Cognitive Science, Rutgers). The project is funded by the John
Templeton Foundation (https://www.templeton.org/).

The project is entering its final year of funding, and we are beginning our final wave of data
collection. The postdoc position at UCLA will involve analyzing results from these studies,
collaborating in designing and running follow-up studies, co-authoring papers and edited
volumes, and helping to administer the grant at UCLA. The postdoc will be housed in UCLA’s
Department of Anthropology, a large, four-field department with a thriving community of
diverse academic interests, including the Center for Behavior, Evolution and Culture
(http://www.bec.ucla.edu/), the Center for Language, Interaction and Culture
(https://clic.ss.ucla.edu/), the Mind, Medicine and Culture group
(http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/anthro/mmac/index.html), and connections to many other
departments and units across campus.

Our project is explicitly interdisciplinary and experimental, and as such candidates from diverse
fields are eligible, including Anthropology, Psychology, Philosophy, Linguistics, and Cognitive
Science. Candidates with strengths in statistical analysis, design and interpretation of cross-
cultural studies, and familiarity with literatures in cross-cultural cognitive science are particularly
encouraged.
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Informal inquiries from potential applicants are welcome at hclarkbarrett@gmail.com. Feel free
to get in touch if you’re curious about the position and have questions about your fit for the
position, responsibilities, etc. Formal application materials should include a CV, cover letter with
statement of research interests and experience, contact information for three references, and up to
three publications. Applications will be considered on a rotating basis until the position is filled.

All qualified applicants will receive full consideration without regard to race, color, sex, gender,
sexual orientation, religion, national origin, disability, protected veteran status, or any other basis
protected by law. Women and underrepresented minority applicants are strongly encouraged to
apply.

Please circulate this announcement widely. Looking forward to hearing from you!

Clark Barrett

Professor

UCLA Department of Anthropology
hclarkbarrett@gmail.com
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